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From: Levine, Scott on behalf of OIG FOIA
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2016 4.07 PM
To: FOIA HQ
Subject: FW: FOIA request re investigative reports
Attachments: 2011-decemberTheDCFOIAtemplate.docx

For assignment to OIG.

From: Katie Watson [mailto:katie @dailycallernewsfoundation.org)
Sent: Friday, October 21, 2016 2:54 PM

To: OIG FOIA <OIG_FOlA@epa.gov>

Subject: FOIA request re investigative reports

Good afternoon,

Attached and below is a request under the Freedom of Information Act. Thank you!

October 21, 2016

ATTN: FOIA Public Liaison

EPA Office of Inspector General

Re: Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Request

Fee waiver requested

Dear FOIA Officer:









cuments shall be furnished without any charge or at a charge reduced below the fees established under clause
(ii) if disclosure of the information is in the public interest because it is likely to contribute significantly to
public understanding of the operations or activities of the government and is not primarily in the commercial
interest of the requester. 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii).

The information I seek is in the public interest because it will contribute significantly to public understanding of
the operations or activities of the government. The Daily Caller exists to inform the public of information
crucial to its understanding of matters of public concern. Information obtained pursuant to this request will be
disseminated to the general public. A request for information from a representative of the news media is not
considered to be for commercial use if the request is in support of news gathering.

The Daily Caller News Foundation regularly publishes information on the activities, structure, and operations of
the federal government. This information is distributed to a large number of diverse individuals across the entire
nation. The records sought are of the type which The Daily Caller regularly provides to the public on its
website, www.DailyCaller.com. As such granting the request to waive fees is in the public interest.

Further, “Congress intended that the public interest standard be liberally construed and that fees not be used as
an obstacle to disclosure of requested information.” Eudey v. Central Intelligence Agency, 478 F.Supp. 1175
(D.D.C. 1979). The central focus of the analysis in determining whether the fee waiver is in the public interest
is whether the public rather than the requestor is the primary beneficiary of the release of the information. “The
statute indicates that the issue to be considered by the agency is whether furnishing the information will
primarily benefit the public at large or whether any benefit will inure primarily to the specific individual
requesting the documents.” /d.

In the instant case the records sought will be used to further the public’s understanding of the operations of the
federal government. The records sought will be disseminated widely to parties interested in the workings of the
government and as such will not inure primarily to the benefit of the requestor. Therefore the request for waiver
of fees should be granted pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 552(a)(4)(A)(iii).

For reasc ; stated above, I request that charges for searching and duplicatit  be waiv: " in " ir entirety. Should
there be any difficulty with the fee waiver, please contact me by phone at 202.463.5055 or email at
david@dailycaller.com so that The Daily Caller may decide whether to pay the fees or to appeal the denial of
the request for waiver or reduction.

Conclusion
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Kathryn (Katie) Watson
westigative Reporter

Daily Caller News Foundation

Cell: 571.282.8391

Twitter:@ athrynw5



